Hamilton’s Fraser High School 2009

Year 13 Media Studies

“Complete and Justify a concept and treatment for a media product”
“The Shortt”

Student B: Merit exemplar

1. Concept:

      Femme fatale’s father is the mafia gang leader who got sent to prison by the city’s private eye/

      leading detective.  This causes her to seek revenge for her father by capturing the detective by 

      being her seductive self to get what she wants.

Write a plot outline for your film. This is a description of the action of your film. The description needs to be in paragraph form.  The description should give a clear idea of the important plot points and ideas as well as the style of the film.

Plot Outline:

Scene 1

[Present] femme fatale and detective holding each other at gun point in a dark mysterious alleyway on  rainy night. The femme fatale looks angry but pleased that she is getting revenge and the detective has a confused expression on his face.

Scene 2

 [Flashback]  Young femme fatale watches while her father is taken away by the police from her porch, she is completely saddened by this.  You see from her point of view the police car driving away and tears fill her eyes, then you see the detective and he looks quite smug with himself he walks away whistling a joyful tune as he is proud of his accomplishment.  The scene goes back to the young femme fatale, she is really upset and quite angry, and she looks like she is going to do something that may be feared by others.

Scene 3
[Few years later] femme fatale is older, wiser, matured and has discovered her sexuality.  She’s on her way going to see the detective about her secretive ‘husband’, walking along a busy city sidewalk one sunny afternoon. She walks up the stairs and starts dancing her seductive dance of revenge along the long passageway towards the detective’s office, the dance finishes with a knock on the door.  Femme fatale takes a breather before he opens the door and puts on her innocent ‘I need help’ face, the door opens and she walks in upset and frustrated. The detective is concerned for her, she goes on to tell him why she’s there.

Scene 4
Detective and femme fatale meet up again at his office.  Before this she does her seductive dance of revenge.  He tells her of what he found out about her husband and she becomes over dramatically sad. He comforts her because this is the point you see him fall for her and he asks her out to dinner and she accepts.

Scene 5
At the detective’s house.  He is wearing his boxers, socks and shirt and ironing his pants for his date with the femme fatale. He does a bit of a happy dance about how he is falling in love with the femme fatale he still doesn’t know her true intensions.  He looks at the time and realises he’s  almost late, puts on his pants and shoes and runs out the door with excitement.

Scene 6
Femme fatale doing her seductive dance of revenge while putting on her finishing touches for her makeup.  She hears a knock on the door, it must be the detective.  She strolls towards the door pleased to see her plan coming together quite well.  She opens the door and they greet each other happily.  They leave the scene to go to the restaurant.

Scene 7
The detective and the femme fatale are strolling to the restaurant and flirting with each other, all giddy and what not.  Time goes on in the restaurant and a slow song comes on the detective asks the femme fatale to dance, they start to form a connection and the detective goes into kiss her, she moves and turns it into a hug, she makes herself remember why she’s really there and quickly shakes out of it.  She says she wants some fresh air so they walk outside where it has started to rain.  She falls into a slower walk and is behind him, she starts to do her seductive dance of revenge. In the midst of her dance the detective turns around looking confused at first he thinks it’s a dance she does to tell the guy she wants to have sex but then the dance begins to become violent and she shoves him against a wall in a dark mysterious alleyway.  She grabs his collar and pulls herself into him and lets him know her plan, she tells him about her father and that she’s wanted to get revenge this whole time, she tells that the husband was fake, it was all a set up.  She steps back and he moves away, she gets hold of him again and slaps him.  She turns around and he tries to run away, but she quickly realises and pulls out her gun.  “Stop”, he turns around, sees the gun and pulls out his, they say their last words and BANG (black out at the same time).

2. Target Audience
The target audience is a matured audience, so it will be rated M.  This style of film is quite old fashioned so would be best suited for an older audience. In this film there is a lot of sexually related gestures and movement, even though there is no actual sex, also the use of guns may be seen as violent and some parents may not want their younger children to view this particular film.  With that been said I think that this film would appeal to a more matured audience because they may be able to relate and appreciate the semi old fashioned way the film has been put together eg the use of black and white and the language being used.

Other films that may appeal to my target audience are Vertigo, Blue Velvet, Murder My Sweet and The Women in the Window.

2.  Treatment:

The  genre I have chosen is Film Noir.  Generally film noir is known as more of a sub-genre because other film genres are able to fit into this category like crime and gangster movies, so this film will also have a bit of a private eye sense to it.  Film Noir was deemed literally ‘black film or cinema’; this was noticed by Nino Frank in 1946.  He noticed the trend of how ‘dark’, down beat and black the looks and themes were of many American crime and detective films released in France after the war  [www.filmsite.org/subgenres]  Film Noir shows fear, mistrust, and loss of innocence, bleakness paranoia and despair which reflects the ‘chilly’ cold war period.  Classic Film Noir developed during and after World War 2, taking advantage of the post war ambience of anxiety, pessimism and suspicion.  It was a style of black and white. (www.filmsite.org/subgenres].

In Film Noir a Femme Fatale, Black and White, High Contrast, Flash Back and Unresolved Ending are all conventions that are prominent in this style of film.  I intend to use these conventions within my own film so that it is made clear to my audience that the genre I am trying to portray is Film Noir. 

Conventions:  Femme Fatale

The use of femme fatale is the most recognisable convention used in a film noir movie.  I will use this in my film so that the audience is able to establish the genre as the femme fatale is the main character.

Conventions:  Black and White

I want the film to have an old fashioned feel to it.  Also if I use black and white it will make the editing process easier, but it will also make the film look more like the genre being used.

Conventions:  High Contrast

High contrast will be used so that black things look black and white things look white.  This will give the film a gloomy and almost uninviting feel to it.

Conventions:  Flash Back

The film will be shot in complete flash back to give the back story of what is being seen in the very first sequence of the film.  This helps the audience to catch up on what has happened. 

Conventions:  Unresolved Ending

I will use unresolved ending because that links to the private eye part of our genre.  A significant feature in this genre is an unsolved crime and in the case of this film the unresolved ending is that you don’t know who dies, this will add suspense within the audience and will leave them wanting more.

Character Biographies
Jacob Ryan Private Eye Detective (wears long trench coat with detective style hat)  He is a single man who lives on his own in his late 20s; this allows him to be the workaholic he is, you see this in his office where it’s an organised jungle of paper work.  He is the best detective in the city and is valued within it; everybody goes to him whether it is to find if their partner is cheating on them to finding out who stole their family pet.  You see this in the way he interacts with the policeman as he deals with them a lot in his line of work.

Isabella Sinatra Seductive Femme Fatale (wears short high waisted skirts with cleavage revealing tops and stiletto heels)  when Isabella was younger her father was put into jail by the city’s best detective, ever since then she has hated the detective.  So as she grew older she found that she was getting sexy and thought that she would be able to get her way by using her looks.  She also discovered that she was very good at the art of seducing someone into something that they necessarily do not want to do.  She grew up without a father and now she wants to get revenge on the man that sent him there.

Angelo Sinatra mafia gang leader/father (wears dark trench coat and sunglasses with gangster style hat)  Angelo grew up in Italy and his father was the mafia gang leader there, when he decided he wanted to have kids he moved to New Zealand with his wife and started a mafia there.  Angelo only had one child, a daughter named Isabella.  Isabella grew up surrounded by the mafia.  All of Angelo’s trouble caught up with him one day and he got sent to jail by the city’s best detective and that was the last time anyone had seen him.

Location Descriptions
House: in the suburbs, a nice small home with a porch out the front, with the road right there so Isabella can see her dad get taken away.

Alley Way: really dark with a never ending path so you can only see the entry where the detective and femme fatale enter. It looks really dodgy and dangerous.

Detective’s Office:  really messy with paper piled everywhere, just stacks and stacks of it, he’s the only one who know s where everything is; an organised mess if you will.  The space is kind of unwelcoming at first but the smile that comes across his face to welcome you in brightens up the whole room.

Detective’s apartment: is the same as his office but with clothes added to the mess.

Restaurant: just like your average restaurant, lit up by candlelight with a very romantic feel to it.  There’s a dance floor where the two dance for a little bit.

Brief Account approaching details
Time:   8 – 10 minutes

Research: Watched some movies with the same genre eg Vertigo

used filmsite.org

Personnel: Actors, Camera People and Director

Equipment:   Camera from School and Painter Lights

Releases: From teacher

Graphics and special effects:  Ulead editing programme

Problems might encounter and how you solve them?
· rain

· accessing painter lights

· cameras/availability

· getting a restaurant to film in and a safe alley way that still looks scary

· finding the right time and enough time for Courtney and I to sort all this by the due date

Justification
This film will be made by the best of mine and Courtney’s ability and by saying that there should be no reason why this film could not work.  With the research I have done by watching movies with the same genre and the information I got from filmsite.org, I think it has helped me to understand what I am getting myself into and with that being said I believe in my partnership with Courtney we may be able to do this genre justice.  I think that my idea and concept will be interesting to be seen filmed and that Courtney and my ideas will be quite similar so not much will have to be cut out and we will also be able to compromise if our ideas clash.  The target audience will also be appropriate for this film because different aspects will capture different people eg older children will be interested in the relationship formed by the femme fatale and the detective and may relate to the femme fatale’s innocence the beginning of the film and the change that is made when you see her again in the future.  The actors that are asked to be in this film will be similar to their characters, this is done so that we have a fair idea as to how they would be able to portray their, instead of having to conduct auditions.  I believe the audience will be able to relate to this film because it is set in modern day with an old school twist with the use of the mafia gang and private eye story line.  The use of the can opener will be kind of random for it will just be placed in a wide shot of the detective’s house as his house is like a bachelor pad that has everything in a house in a smaller area.  The detective will be wearing the stripy socks in the same scene because he will be in his boxer shorts and stripy socks while ironing his pants, this will add humour to the film and lighten the storyline a bit.  The line “a man’s got to do what a man’s got to do” will be stated as a question by the femme fatale before she shoots the detective and finally gets her revenge on the man who sent her father to jail.  This will then become ironic as it complete turns the table on men and women roles that society has laid down for us as an audience, also this may come as a surprise to the audience because it will be different from the other films being viewed in the same night.  Making this film will be interesting and I am very excited to start this journey.
